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Welcome to ILLUMINATE 2016

Dear ILLUMINATES, 

Welcome. As the house lights 
dim and the first flickers of magic 
appear on the screen, I invite 
you to imagine a new world—and 
a new you. This, my friends, is 
moviegoing—not as escape, but as 
elevation… and evolution.

Evolution may be catalyzed by 
those who create and popularize 
enlightened cinematic works, but 
it is you, the audience, who carries 
expanded thought and newly 

shaped perspectives into the global consciousness. Never doubt 
that we are making a difference in the world. Through our efforts, the 
film industry is starting to embrace conscious cinema and realize its 
value. Distributors are taking chances on new film titles. Audiences are 
adopting new practices and new ways of living and being. Together, we 
are pioneering a movement.

Moving us forward this year are several exciting additions to the 
festival. I could not be more pleased to present our inaugural 
Conscious Visionary Award to a most deserving candidate, Dr. Michael 
Bernard Beckwith. Opening this year’s Conscious Film Convergence 
as our keynote is the charismatic Chaz Ebert (and who better to 
commentate on the power of cinema?). In keeping with the times, 
and to remain at the frontier, we’re expanding our lineup to include 
episodic storytelling, family programming and a Virtual Reality zone, 
where you will have your mind blown!

Over five days, this is my hope for you. As you connect with our heroes 
and heroines, may you be guided, uplifted and inspired. As you move 
among the crowds, may you find your tribe and share in transcendent 
experiences that illuminate the human spirit and move it forward.

On a personal note, I am eternally grateful to our donors, sponsors 
and the incredible ILLUMINATE Dream Team who make this festival 
possible. Thank you for your unwavering dedication, conscious 
presence and support of this grand mission. I love you all.

Now, cue the movie magic….

Yours in oneness,

Danette Wolpert 
Founder & Executive Director 
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The World’s Premier Film Festival for Conscious Cinema

Festival at a Glance
 
TransformaTional films 
Paradigm-busting narratives, documentaries and shorts on consciousness, 
wellness, organic and plant-based nutrition, spiritual practice, body-mind 
science and sustainable living

Launch Party and Outdoor Screening ... ..................................  2
Opening Night  ............................................................................  3 
Closing Screening  .....................................................................  3
Conscious Visionary Tribute  .....................................................  4  
Spotlight Screening  ..................................................................  5 
Feature Competition ...................................................................8 
Social Issues/Conscious Solutions  .......................................... 9 
Festival Grid  .............................................................................. 12  
Contemporary Conscious Cinema .......................................... 16
Works in Progress  .....................................................................20
Episodic/Cinema Revisited  ......................................................21 
Shorts Program  ........................................................................ 22

 
ParTies and sPecial evenTs..........................................11 
Evening receptions, parties and Healing Happy Hours that will  
elevate your spirit

conscious film convergence..................................14 
A three-day film industry program for participants to learn, share and  
build models for production, marketing and distribution of conscious 
cinema, featuring discussions with industry experts 
 
Healing lounge......................................................................22 
Samplings and services of the region’s best wellness practitioners, 
energy workers and health experts offered alongside acoustic  
grooves and delicious eats

Ticketing and Registration 

Prices early Bird
Until May 13

regular

 All-Access pass SOLD OUT $444
Conscious Film Convergence pass SOLD OUT $249
Opening Night screening $20 $25
Closing Screening and concert $30 $35
Conscious Visionary Tribute $30 $35
Spotlight Screening $20 $25
Regular screenings $11 $14
Reel Healing “View & Do” screenings $20 $25
Conscious Film Convergence Panels $20 $25

Packages early Bird
Until May 13

regular

opening and closing films Package 
Opening Night screening and Closing 
Screening and concert

$44 $50

sPac Pack 
Three evening screenings at the Sedona 
Performing Arts Center Main Theater 
(Friday, Saturday, Sunday)

$66 $81

convergence Panels Package 
Tickets to Convergence Panels and 
Conversations, plus Spotlight Screening

$99 $125

VIP All-Access Passes
 
Pass BenefiTs 
  �  Unlimited film screenings 
   �  Launch Party and Outdoor Screening 
   �  Free healing session at the Healing Lounge 
   �  Access to Conscious Film Convergence 
   �  Access to nightly VIP receptions 
   �  Priority ticketing 
   �  Priority access into theater

 
all-access PassHolDer informaTion 
All-Access passholders must reserve individual tickets to screenings  
and panels (one ticket per screening/panel per pass). Passholders  
enjoy priority access, allowing them entrance into the theater FIRST  
before general ticket buyers.

 
all-access BaDge and TickeT PickuP 
Badges and tickets for All-Access passholders are available for pickup at 
Guest/VIP Registration beginning Wednesday, June 1. 

 

To Purchase Tickets 
 
online:  illuminatefilmfestival.com 
email:  IFF@completeticketsolutions.com 
By Phone: 877-766-8163 Monday, May 2, until Sunday, June 5 
  Monday – Friday, 9:00 am – 5:30 pm EDT 
  Saturday, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm EDT

Box office: Patrons may purchase tickets for all festival screenings at  
Mary D. Fisher Theatre and Sedona Performing Arts Center (see page 13  
for venue locations). Venue box offices open 45 minutes before the 
venue’s first screening of the day and close 30 minutes after the final 
screening starts.

general TickeTing informaTion

rusH line PolicY 
If all advance tickets for a screening have been sold, a Rush Line will form 
beginning one hour prior to the scheduled start time. Ten minutes before 
the screening’s start time, the Rush Line will be admitted on a 
space-available basis. Unfortunately, there is no guarantee of tickets to 
guests in this line. Voucher redemption or cash only. 

All festival venues and theaters are ADA accessible. For ADA needs, 
please call 928-421-1108.

� Seating for pass and ticket holders is guaranteed up to 15 minutes 
prior to the screening (seats will then be sold to individuals in 
the Rush Line). Arrive 15 to 30 minutes ahead of time for priority 
admission and guaranteed seating.

 � All tickets and passes are nonrefundable and nontransferable. No 
refunds or exchanges.

 � All programs and times are subject to change without notice.
 � To attend all receptions, you must be over the age of 21.

Guest/VIP Registration Desk hours:
      The Collective Sedona   Wednesday, June 1  
      The Lodge at Sedona      Thursday, June 2  
        Friday, June 3 
        Saturday, June 4 
        Sunday, June 5

6:30 – 8:00 pm 
10:00 am – 5:00 pm  

9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm
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Launch Party and Outdoor Screening

Wednesday, June 1, 6:30 – 9:10 pm 
The Collective Sedona

ILLUMINATE LAUNCh PARTy 
and Free Outdoor Screening

The storytelling magic begins 
under a starlit sedona sky.

Bring a blanket and we’ll supply the fun! Enjoy 
a spectacular night’s entertainment under the 
stars at The Collective Sedona. There’s lots to 
explore here: Indulge in healthy food from our 
favorite local eateries and check out the cool 
shops. Then kick back as we kick off the festival 
with our free music, moves and movie.

Justin C. Haulbrook, the director of the 
evening’s film, will perform, as well as our very 
own local musicians Adalia Tara Middleton, 
Poranguí and Näthan Gangadean. You will be 
dazzled by the incredible feats of Brandon 
Scott, flow artist extraordinaire. Later, listen 
for your name as we award fun prizes, then just 
as the stars begin to come out, we will screen 
Justin’s film, Be More. 

This night we launch our collective journey to 
higher consciousness. Don’t miss it!

Free and open to the community  
Food and beverages for sale  
Complimentary reception for Badgeholders, 6:30 – 8:00 pm

Sponsored by:

Be more WORK IN PROGRESS
Director: Justin C. Haulbrook • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 80 minutes 
The Collective Sedona

Get ready for an epic, four-year journey that culminates in one incredible 
week of inspiration and life changes. In 2011, seven artists and activists 
decided to create a more compassionate world. How? By transforming the 
lives of 20 teenagers in seven days. Joaquin Phoenix narrates as everyday 
teens travel cross-country to attend CAMP MORE. Despite fear, they 
confront their toughest issues: family trauma, gender identity, bullying. 
They dive deep, showing us the spiritual and healing power of sharing. 

Join us for a Q&a with director Justin c. Haulbrook as we look at how 
everyday heroes change the world. 

Be More
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 Opening Night                                                              Closing Screening

Be More

maYa angelou anD sTill i rise ARIzONA PREMIERE 

Directors: Rita Coburn Whack, Bob Hercules • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 114  minutes 
 
  Thursday, June 2, 6:00 – 8:40 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Main Theater

We open with the story of the great wise woman of our time. Dr. Maya 
Angelou shines as an example of empowerment by living one’s truth. 
Through her imperfections and times of darkness, she showed us a 
courageous, unwavering spirit that resonates even after her death. Her 
ability to mentor through her words and to push boundaries  
inspires generations.

Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise reflects on the events of history, culture and 
the arts that shaped the poet’s life and how she, in turn, helped mold our 
own worldview. Learn how Dr. Angelou found her voice as an eloquent writer 
and performer at the intersection of the struggle for civil rights, the Women’s 
Movement, and the cultural and political realignments of the 1970s and ’80s.  

Luminaries such as Alice Walker, Oprah Winfrey, Common, James Earl Jones 
and many more voice the lasting changes Dr. Angelou inspired in the world—
and leave you feeling closer to the legend herself. 

a Q&a with director rita coburn Whack follows.

manTra – sounDs inTo silence WORK IN PROGRESS

Director: Georgia Wyss • Documentary Clips 
Spain • 2016 • 35 minutes 
 
  sunday, June 5, 1:00 – 2:55 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Main Theater 

There’s a bliss revolution rising—and you are invited! Millions are 
discovering the inner peace of kirtan, or practicing Bhakti Yoga, the ancient 
spiritual tradition of chanting with music and dancing. 

In a special premiere of film clips and intimate conversation with director 
Georgia Wyss, we invite you to shift into the joy that kirtan brings as it 
changes musical paradigms across the world. We glimpse behind-the-
scenes interviews with kirtan superstars Krishna Das, Deva Premal & Miten 
with Manrose, Jai Uttal and others, whose life work raises the consciousness 
of the world through spiritual song.

a Q&a with director georgia Wyss, executive producer Howard glasser 
and artist Jai uttal follows.

OPENING NIGhT SCREENING

Sponsored by:

Jai uTTal concerT AN INTERACTIVE MUSIC IMMERSION 

ILLUMINATE is proud to present Grammy-nominated singer and beloved kirtan 
wallah Jai Uttal, who has been leading kirtans worldwide for over thirty years. 
Chanting mantras creates a transformative power and healing energy, and 
Jai is the master of leading heart-centered and love-drenched concerts. You 
might even find yourself dancing in the aisles! Joining Jai will be Sedona favorite 
Three Trees—healer, teacher, musician, artist and creator of SoulMonic Sound 
Healing. Come experience true musical enlightenment!

Sponsored by:

CLOSING SCREENING 
and Concert
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 Conscious Visionary Tribute

love, sWeaT anD Tears WORLD PREMIERE 
 
FEATURE COMPETITION
Director: Scott Jacobs • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 82 minutes  
 
  friday, June 3, 7:00 – 9:30 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Main Theater

Isn’t it about time to smash the “M-word” taboo? We think so. Meet Dr. 
Pam—America’s Romance Menopause Doctor. Loved and respected by 
women and men alike for her groundbreaking work, Pamela Gaudry, MD, 
helps women traverse the isolation, confusion and fear of this phase, 
redirecting them toward a happier, healthier life—including great sex! 
Joined by Dr. Michael Beckwith and Reverent June Gatlin, watch as she 
marries the medical with the spiritual, making sexuality an intrinsic part of 
sacred self-care. Bonus: Riotous comedians Joan Rivers (in one of her last 
appearances), Jenny McCarthy and others help us heal through laughter, the 
best medicine.

get your “m” on! Join us for a Q&a with director scott Jacobs, 
executive producer Jim stone and cinematographer roxy stone along 
with cast members Dr. Pamela gaudry, reverent June gatlin and  
Dr. michael Bernard Beckwith. 

followed by illuminaTe’s 
conscious visionary Tribute to 
Dr. michael Bernard Beckwith
ILLUMINATE introduces the inaugural Conscious Visionary Award! With 
gratitude and love, we honor a pioneer in the world of conscious cinema, 
spirituality and human transformation. Our first recipient, Dr. Michael 
Bernard Beckwith, is recognized for his unparalleled record of bringing hope, 
love and encouragement to millions of spiritual seekers. As the creator of 
the Agape worldwide community, he has developed a legacy of spiritual 
leadership for faithful parishioners, students, healers and teachers who 
carry his message of social change and human advocacy. He continues 
to inspire humanity through his ministries, books, audio recordings and 
numerous film and television appearances. 

Sponsored by:

Love, Sweat and Tears
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TonY roBBins: i am noT Your guru ARIzONA PREMIERE 

Director: Joe Berlinger • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 115 minutes 
   
  saturday, June 4, 6:45 – 9:15 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Main Theater

Internationally renowned life and business strategist as well as best-selling 
author, Tony Robbins, is at the center of this revelatory cinema verité that 
goes behind the scenes, pulling back the curtain on a man that traverses 
the globe and counsels over 200,000 people annually. Academy Award® 
nominee Joe Berlinger (Paradise Lost, Brother’s Keeper and Crude), takes 
you on an emotional roller coaster that unveils Tony’s ability to transform 
the thoughts and feelings of his participants, enabling them to take control 
of their own lives right then and there. Powerful and uncompromising, 
this film delivers an inside look at how one man affects millions. It is an 
empowering and unforgettable force that will ignite the giant in you.

a Q&a with a surprise guest follows!

Sponsored by:

 

 

Where would we be without volunteers 
Who quickly respond when a need appears?  

This is the way you have chosen to serve– 
What appreciation you deserve! 

There are very many things to do 
And YOUR time can only be given by YOU! 

So without complaint and without demands 
You offer the labor of your hands. 
The world is a better place to live 

When people like you are so willing to give. 
With this attitude of love and of care 

You will find a welcome anywhere. 
You may not always know when someone 

Is especially blessed by a kindness you’ve done. 
As you freely share your hours and days, 
May you also be blessed in many ways.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

The selfless efforts of ILLUMINATE’s volunteers can never be 
measured or applauded enough. They are the backbone of our 
organization. From our unbelievably dedicated core team to our 
seasonal team to our festival shift workers, our volunteers are our 
greatest asset. The ILLUMINATE Film Festival pays tribute to the 
women and men who have given months, weeks, days or hours of 
their time to serve our mission.

a special Thank You 
to our volunteers

Spotlight Screening
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Spotlight Screenings
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Spotlight Screenings

Transform

SpiritYour

 

Connect to 
Community Foster 

Personal 
Growth

IGNITE
CREATIVE
EXPRESSION

Go Deeper

    Expand Your

                   CSL.org     

ScienceOfMind.com

Consciousness

be
free

TheCollectiveSedona.com

With our breathtaking views, exquisite dining, 
boutique shopping, cultural events, artisan 
coffees, wine tasting, artist galleries, elegant 
weddings and the world’s largest 3D printer, 
we’re creating a soul-lifting, awe-inspiring, 
truly eclectic, excitingly fresh and altogether 
uniquely Sedona experience.  

We are proud to support the 2016 
ILLUMINATE FILM FESTIVAL! 
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The World’s Premier Film Festival for Conscious CinemaThe World’s Premier Film Festival for Conscious Cinema

“What if you
agreed to believe that

you have
more power

than you think you do?”
—Elizabeth Gilbert

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Special rate for Illuminate Film 

Festival attendees.
$19.95 for one-year subscription.

spiritualityhealth.com/illuminatefest

Welcome to a charming world... 
a vision of  Old Mexico with four restaurants  

and more than 47 shops and galleries around  
every corner. Open daily at 10 am .

T l aq u e paq u e  a rT s  &  C r a f T s  V i l l ag e 
336 State Route 179 in Sedona  n  tlaq.com   n  928-282-4838  

The Art 
& Soul of 
Sedona

Axe Grind Studios · Designer: Rachel Van Buskirk · Contact: 602-614-3543 · Email: rachel@axegrindstudios.com 
Client: Picazzo’s · Publication: Illumniate 2016  

Trim Size: 1/4 Page (3.8”w x 4.55”h) · No Bleed · Color: CMYK
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Feature Competition

vegan: everYDaY sTories WORLD PREMIERE

Director: Glenn Scott Lacey • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 93 minutes

  saturday, June 4, 4:00 – 6:15 pm 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

Explore the lives of four remarkably different people who share a plate—
they’re all vegan. There’s ultrarunner Yassine Diboun, who runs from a past 
that nearly cost him his life. Meet Renee King-Sonnen, who falls in love 
with her husband’s ranch animals. Then there’s Jerri Hastey, owner of a 
food truck serving up vegan change, one meal at a time. And finally, meet 
Genesis Butler, who asked her mom where her chicken nuggets came 
from—when she was 3—and now works to protect all the world’s animals. 
We’ll also meet celebrity vegans Russell Simmons, Moby and Ed Begley, Jr.

a Q&a with director glenn scott lacey, producer eric Day and 
cinematographer ian stout, along with cast members genesis Butler, 
genelle Palacio-Butler and renee king-sonnen, follows.

PlanTing seeDs of minDfulness WORLD PREMIERE
 
Directors: Gregory Kennedy-Salemi, Stuart Jolley • Mixed-Media Narrative Feature 
USA • 2015 • 66 minutes • FAMILY PROGRAM

  saturday, June 4, 10:30 am – 12:20 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Black Box Theater

Families—young and old alike—will revel in this live-action animated  
film featuring riveting music by Tina Turner. Based on the teachings of  
world-renowned zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh, Planting Seeds of 
Mindfulness explores our teenage hero’s growth through meditation.  
As his grandfather teaches him, he transforms his outlook on life to 
resonate peace, love and compassion instead of teenage angst over his 
trials. He harnesses a powerful tool that children, parents and teachers can 
develop to promote peace within and in the world. 

a Q&a with director gregory kennedy-salemi follows.

reel Healing 
A comprehensive “View & Do” 
experience:  A soul-inspiring movie 
followed by an immersive healing 
program or performance for a deeper 
integration of the movie’s message

FEATURE COMPETITION  
Feature-length narratives and documentaries having their World, International or US Premiere at ILLUMINATE  

(COMPETITION WILL BE JUDGED BY A JURY OF REPUTABLE FILM INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS.)

reel Healing 
creating mindful moments  
with family

Stay after the film for a fun-filled playshop for 
children ages 5 through 13 and their families. 
Learn and practice sanity-saving mindfulness 
techniques. Sitara Van Block, a transpersonal 

therapist, will lead us in creative movement, discussion, crafts and 
meditation exercises. Sitara has worked with children and in the practices 
of yoga and consciousness for 25 years. These techniques are a must for 
conscious parenting, as they help families problem-solve ordinary, everyday 
issues from home, school and community. Take home your very own 
meditation pebbles to support your family’s personal practice.

also in competition:  
Love, Sweat and Tears (see page 4)

®

Sponsored by:
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Social Issues / Conscious Solutions

TICKETS    877-766-8163    illuminatefilmfestival.com

THank You for Your service SOUTHWEST PREMIERE
 
Director: Tom Donahue • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2015 • 90 minutes 
 
  saturday, June 4, 10:00 am – 12:25 pm 
  sunday, June 5, 1:00 – 2:50 pm 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

Interweaving the stories of four Iraq War veterans, Thank You for Your 
Service takes aim at the nation’s crippled understanding of war trauma 
and failed policies designed to treat a national crisis. Reentry into civilian 
life presents difficult and varied challenges of PTSD, from survivor’s guilt 
to moral dilemma. However, alternative modalities in Native American 
ceremonial rituals, inner peace derived from meditative practice and the 
tranquility brought by equine therapy brings these soldiers real healing. 
Listen to candid interviews of top military and civilian leaders, including 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates, Admiral Mike Mullen, Generals David 
Petraeus and Loree Sutton, Senator Patty Murray and Mayor Rudy Giuliani.

a Q&a with director Tom Donahue, producer ilan arboleda and 
sgt. William rodriguez follows. 

from THis DaY forWarD SEDONA PREMIERE
 
Director: Sharon Shattuck • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2015 • 77 minutes 
 
  friday, June 3, 4:00 – 6:20 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Black Box Theater

With her own wedding just around the corner, filmmaker Sharon Shattuck 
returns home to examine the mystery at the heart of her upbringing: 
how her transgender father, Trisha, and her straight-identified mother, 
Marcia, stayed together against all odds. From This Day Forward is a 
moving portrayal of an American family coping with the most intimate of 
transformations. Her father, an artist, uses painting as catharsis, as a way  
to reach the beauty within and stay connected to her true identity. Her 
mother, a physician, finds herself doubting whether she can love her 
husband as a woman. The film raises important questions relevant to all 
of us. How do we adapt to sustain love long term? Where do sexuality and 
gender intersect? And how do families stay together when social norms 
dictate otherwise?

a Q&a with Trisha shattuck and marcia shattuck follows.

reel Healing 
Healing the Body with Yoga nidra

Join Sgt. William Rodriguez, MSW, featured film 
subject and an iRest graduate, as he leads us in 
a profound and moving Yoga Nidra experience to 
rest the body and soul. Over the past 10 years, 
William has dedicated his time and study to 

helping people cope with issues such as post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), suicide, anxiety, depression and substance abuse through this 
powerful tool. (Saturday screening only)

reel Healing 
Trembling Hands, Trembling mind

Is there any doubt that art can heal?  
Following the film, use art as a healing tool 
to connect the body and mind through the 
balancing of the left-right and feminine-
masculine sides of the brain. Trisha leads this 

integrative workshop where you can see how much control and accuracy 
you have drawing simple shapes. Then compare your ability after you 
utilize Trisha’s amazing hand-steadying technique.

following the program, we offer you a golden opportunity to acquire 
an original piece of artwork from Trisha during our live auction!

SOCIAL ISSUES / CONSCIOUS SOLUTIONS  
Films tackling social issues paired with immersions offering mind-body-spirit–focused solutions 
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Join us for our 23rd Annual Festival:
February 18-26, 2017

www.sedonaFilmFestival.org         928.282.1177

The BEST independent films 
from around the world!

Join us for weekly independent films
and events all year long 
at our state-of-the-art

MARY D. FISHER THEATRE
for the

Sedona International FilmFestival
2030 W. HWy. 89A • West sedonA

siff - Illuminate ad 2016_Layout 1  4/12/2016  8:29 AM  Page 1
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Parties and Special Events

oPening nigHT recePTion 
Thursday, June 2, 8:30 – 11:00 pm  

Celebrate the opening of the 3rd Annual 
ILLUMINATE Film Festival! Join us after 
the screening of Maya Angelou: And 
Still I Rise for a late-night gathering 
in the quaint Patio de las Campanas 
at Tlaquepaque, Sedona’s premier 
shopping and dining destination. Enjoy 
tapas, drinks and an amazing flamenco 
display under the stars as we toast the 
best in conscious cinema.  

 
Admission: Badgeholders only. 

seDona eXPerience 
Friday, June 3, 9:30 – Midnight

MANIFESTATION ThROUGh POWER 
OF INTENTION

Experience a beautiful light ceremony 
under the stars with Meta Health Coach 
Catherine Brando of Wanaheal. Through 
the use of simple techniques, we will 
open our hearts, raise our frequency 
and use the universal law of resonance 
in unison to manifest what we most 
desire. Tune into the power of intention, 

clear your energy field and experience magic in the labyrinth at  
The Lodge at Sedona.  

Please dress warmly as the ceremony will be held outdoors. Food and 
drinks will be provided.

Admission: Badgeholders only.

 
sPoTligHT soirÉe 
Saturday, June 4, 9:30 pm – 12:30 am

Come get your groove on! Eat, drink 
and be merry at our late-night VIP 
party. After you watch the Spotlight 
Screening, we invite you to come and 
dance the night away at Picazzo’s, 
where you will be plied with drinks, 
superb food (vegan, vegetarian, 
omnivore or gluten free), incredible 
tunes and the company of your  
fellow Illuminates! 

Admission: Badgeholders only.

 
Don’t miss Healing Happy Hours at the Sedona Performing Arts Center 
where you can sample the services of the region’s best health and  
wellness practitioners at the wonderful Healing Lounge. Listen to live 
music that elevates and inspires. Sessions during Healing Happy Hours  
are BY DONATION.

Treat yourself to a unique product from our Conscious Marketplace.  
Tempt your taste buds with mouthwatering ILLUMINATE chocolate or 
delectable meals and other tasty treats from ChocolaTree, Sedona’s 
popular organic eatery.

Friday, June 3 ....................................................  

Saturday, June 4 ..............................................  
 ...........................................................................  

Sunday, June 5 .................................................

6:00 – 7:00 pm

Noon – 1:00 pm 
5:45 – 6:45 pm 

Noon – 1:00 pm

Join us for our 23rd Annual Festival:
February 18-26, 2017

www.sedonaFilmFestival.org         928.282.1177

The BEST independent films 
from around the world!

Join us for weekly independent films
and events all year long 
at our state-of-the-art

MARY D. FISHER THEATRE
for the

Sedona International FilmFestival
2030 W. HWy. 89A • West sedonA

siff - Illuminate ad 2016_Layout 1  4/12/2016  8:29 AM  Page 1

Healing HaPPY Hours

Pre-fesT QuesTs

Sedona! Arrive early to exchange those travel vibes for some red rock 
magic. Get grounded Thursday, June 2, with guided “best of Sedona” 
experiences. Relax the kinks with outdoor yoga surrounded by 
breathtaking views. Take an energizing hike to feel our famous vortexes. 
Or maybe explore the spectacular red rock canyons with new friends in 
an open-air Jeep. These Pre-Fest Quests will connect you directly with 
Sedona’s energy. You’ll be refreshed and attuned for your conscious 
cinema transformation!
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Festival Grid

 
           S C R E E N I N G S  and  P A N E L S HEALING LOUNGE EVENTS

WEDNESDAY
Mary D. Fisher Theatre Sedona Performing Arts Center 

Main Theater
Sedona Performing Arts Center 

Black Box Theater
Sedona Performing Arts Center 

Lobby VariousJune 1  
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

LAUNCH PARTY and 
FREE OUTDOOR SCREENING 

at The Collective Sedona 
Be More 

6:30 – 9:10 pm

7:00 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM
9:00 PM
9:30 PM

THURSDAY Mary D. Fisher Theatre Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Main Theater

Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Black Box Theater

Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Lobby Various

June 2
9:00 AM

PRE-FEST QUESTS

9:30 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM
11:00 AM
11:30 AM

Noon
The C Word 

Noon – 1:35 pm12:30 PM
1:00 PM
1:30 PM
2:00 PM

Home Care 
Reel Healing 

2:15 – 4:35 pm

2:30 PM
3:00 PM
3:30 PM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:00 PM

OPENING NIGHT 
Maya Angelou And Still I Rise 

6:00 – 8:40 pm

6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM

OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION 
8:30 – 11:00 pm

9:00 PM
9:30 PM
10:00 PM
10:30 PM
11:00 PM

FRIDAY Mary D. Fisher Theatre Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Main Theater

Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Black Box Theater

Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Lobby VariousJune 3

9:30 AM
10:00 AM BEST OF CONSCIOUS SHORTS 

Today I Acknowledge, Forgotten Ritual, 
Holistic Life Foundation, The Avadhut 

10:15 – 11:50 am

10:30 AM
11:00 AM The C Word 

10:45 am – 12:20 pm11:30 AM
Noon Filmmaker/Guest Lunch 

Noon – 1:00 pm12:30 PM
1:00 PM

Teal: The Making of a Spiritual Teacher 
(Open Shadow) 

Reel Healing 
1:00 – 3:05 pm

Keynote by Chaz Ebert and 
Norman Seeff—The Power of a Dream 

1:00 – 2:45 pm
Pursuing Happiness 

Reel Healing 
1:00 – 3:20 pm

1:30 PM
2:00 PM
2:30 PM

Healing Lounge                                 
2:30 – 7:00 pm

3:00 PM Investing in Transformational Entertainment 
3:00 – 4:00 pm3:30 PM

4:00 PM
From This Day Forward  

Reel Healing 
4:00 – 6:20 pm

4:30 PM
Orange Sunshine 
Panel Discussion 
4:15 – 6:30 pm

Conscious Cinema Accelerator  
4:30 – 6:15 pm5:00 PM

5:30 PM
6:00 PM Healing Happy Hour 

6:00 – 7:00 pm6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Love, Sweat and Tears  
with Conscious Visionary Tribute to 

 Dr. Michael Bernard Beckwith 
 7:00 – 9:30 pm

7:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM
9:00 PM
9:30 PM

SEDONA EXPERIENCE 
9:30 pm – Midnight

10:00 PM
10:30 PM
11:00 PM

SATURDAY Mary D. Fisher Theatre Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Main Theater

Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Black Box Theater

Sedona Performing Arts Center 
Lobby Various

June 4
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

Thank You for Your Service 
Reel Healing 

10:00 am – 12:25 pm

10:30 AM Planting Seeds of Mindfulness  
Reel Healing 

10:30 am – 12:20 pm
11:00 AM Conscious Media and the Mainstream: 

Finding Your Audience 
11:00 am – Noon

11:30 AM
Noon Healing Happy Hour 

Noon – 1:00 pm
Filmmaker/Guest Lunch 

 Noon – 1:00 pm12:30 PM
1:00 PM

Healing Lounge                              
Noon – 6:45 pm

1:30 PM Icaros: A Vision                                     
and 

Sister Jaguar's Journey 
1:15 – 3:20 pm

Distribution Therapy 
1:15 – 2:15 pm The Highest Pass 

1:15 – 3:10 pm2:00 PM
2:30 PM Act of Transformation: A Screenwriter’s Wkshp 

2:30 – 3:30 pm3:00 PM
3:30 PM
4:00 PM

Vegan: Everyday Stories 
4:00 – 6:15 pm

Home Care 
Reel Healing 

3:45 – 6:05 pm

4:30 PM Diving into Virtual Reality Content 
4:30 – 5:30 pm5:00 PM

5:30 PM
6:00 PM Healing Happy Hour 

5:45– 6:45 pm6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Tony Robbins: I Am Not  
Your Guru 

6:45 – 9:15 pm

7:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM
9:00 PM
9:30 PM

SPOTLIGHT SOIRÉE  
9:30 pm – 12:30 am

10:00 PM
10:30 PM
11:00 PM
12:00 AM

SUNDAY
Mary D. Fisher Theatre Sedona Performing Arts Center 

Main Theater
Sedona Performing Arts Center 

Black Box Theater
Sedona Performing Arts Center 

Lobby VariousJune 5
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

Conscious Cinema Summit  
10:00 am – Noon

10:30 AM
TreeStory and Catching Fire 

Reel Healing 
 10:15 am – 12:20 pm

A New High 
 10:30 am – 12:15 pm11:00 AM

11:30 AM
Noon Healing Happy Hour 

Noon – 1:00 pm
Filmmaker/Guest Lunch 

 Noon – 1:00 pm12:30 PM
1:00 PM

Thank You for Your Service 
1:00 – 2:50 pm

CLOSING 
Mantra – Sounds into Silence 

Kirtan with Jai Uttal 
1:00 – 2:55 pm

                         
1:30 PM Healing Lounge                              

Noon – 6:00 pm 2:00 PM
2:30 PM                          
3:00 PM                          
3:30 PM PRIVATE SCREENING                         

The Connected Universe 
3:30 – 5:40 pm

Popular Demand Screening 
3:15 – 5:00 pm

                         
4:00 PM                          
4:30 PM                          
5:00 PM                          
5:30 PM                          
6:00 PM Teal: The Making of a Spiritual Teacher 

(Open Shadow) 
Reel Healing 

1:00 – 3:05 pm

Popular Demand Screening 
6:00 – 7:30 pm6:30 PM

7:00 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM
8:30 PM

Opening and Closing Cinema Revisited 
Spotlight Shorts Program
Feature Competition Conscious Film Convergence
Social Issues/Conscious Solutions Healing Lounge
Contemporary Conscious Cinema Healing Happy Hour
Work in Progress Special Event
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Venues and Parking

mary D. fisher Theatre 
2030 West State Route 89A, Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-282-1177 

sedona Performing arts center 
995 Upper Red Rock Loop Road, Sedona, AZ 86336

The collective sedona 
7000 State Route 179, Sedona, AZ 86351

The lodge at sedona 
125 Kallof Place, Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-204-1942 
 
grace grove retreat center 
Private Retreat Center 15 miles from West Sedona  
1280 East Willow Point Road, Cornville, AZ 86325 
928-649-0456

sedona reãl inn & suites 
95 Arroyo Pinon Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-282-1414
 
el Portal sedona Hotel 
95 Portal Lane, Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-203-9405

alma de sedona Bed & Breakfast inn
50 hozoni Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-282-2737

LODGING PARTNERSSCREENING and CONVERGENCE VENUES

E

F
B

A

 
chocolaTree organic oasis 
1595 West State Route 89A, Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-282-2997  
 
Picazzo’s organic italian kitchen
1855 West State Route 89A, Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-282-4140 
 
Tlaquepaque arts & crafts village
336 State Route 179, Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-282-4838

RESTAURANT and EVENT PARTNERS

G

h

I

J

P

Healing lounge and conscious marketplace 
Located at Sedona Performing Arts Center

conscious cafe and concessions 
Located at Sedona Performing Arts Center 
 
 
 
viP, filmmaker, industry and Press registration 
Located at The Lodge at Sedona

C

Parking

K

L
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Conscious Film Convergence

The conscious film convergence is the world’s only film-industry 
gathering dedicated to establishing conscious cinema as a viable 

sector within the independent film business, forging ties between key 
stakeholders and expanding the conscious cinema movement into a 

global phenomenon.

Panels and conversations Sedona Performing Arts Center—Main Theater

Behind the Seen—Investing in Transformational Entertainment 
friday, June 3, 3:00 – 4:00 pm
Join an in-depth dialogue on film finance moderated by Simon Kilmurry, executive director of International 
Documentary Association. Hear from three savvy individuals who are committed to bringing transformational 
entertainment to mainstream audiences through the art and science of financing conscious and cause-based 
cinema. Guests include Geralyn Dreyfous of Impact Partners/Gamechanger Films, producer Jane Charles of 
Greater Good Entertainment (SOLD/StolenYouth.org) and producer Ilan Arboleda of CreativeChaos (Thank 
You for Your Service).

Conscious Media and the Mainstream: Finding Your Audience 
saturday, June 4, 11:00 am – noon
Media, industry outlets and tastemakers play an essential role in building buzz and excitement around new 
cinema titles as they seek to find their audiences, often defining their position in the marketplace. Join this 
discussion and learn how best to leverage the media and how conscious cinema can be branded, marketed 
and presented to build communities, engage audiences and maximize box office. Guests include Corinne 
Bourdeau, president, 360 Degree Communications; Bill Goodykoontz, film critic, Arizona Republic and 
Gannett News Service/USA Today; Maya zuckerman, founder, Transmedia SF and columnist, Huffington Post  
and Mark DeNicola, writer and director, Collective Evolution.

cHaz eBerT

norman seeff
Photographer/ 

Filmmaker

Keynote by Chaz Ebert

Chaz Ebert opens the Conscious Cinema Convergence, speaking on the role of transformational entertainment and 
its potential impact on humanity. Chaz, wife of the late esteemed film critic Roger Ebert, is the CEO of several Ebert 
enterprises, including RogerEbert.com, as well as the cofounder of Ebertfest, a film festival now in its 18th year. With a 
passion for conscious cinema, Chaz says she and her husband developed a form of mental telepathy while he was alive. 
Now, three years after his death, she continues to communicate with him on the other side. Chaz believes in stories that 
have the power to transform.

Spotlight Conversation 
Norman Seeff on Creativity—The Power of a Dream
As a photographer for the most prolific artists of our time—Tina Turner, Johnny Cash, Jim Henson, Steve Jobs, Martin 
Scorsese and will.i.am, to name a few—Norman Seeff knows something about the creative process. Through his innovative 
methodology, he has developed a body of content exploring the roots of creativity, innovation and optimal performance 
and has identified schematics describing the archetypes of the creative process that function across all creative 
disciplines. The fundamental tenet of his work is that all creation is sourced in the inner resources of consciousness and 
that everyone has access to the same innate resources.

convergence opener 
friday, June 3, 1:00 – 2:45 pm

maYa 
zuckerman

mark 
Denicola

Bill 
gooDYkoonTz

corinne 
BourDeau

Jane 
cHarles

ilan 
arBoleDa

geralYn 
DreYfous

simon 
kilmurrY

The Convergence brings together like-minded film, 
media and brand professionals for dialogue, education, 
networking and visioning with the intention of elevating 
the world’s collective mind, body, spirit and environmental 
consciousness through cinema.
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Conscious Film Convergence

Distribution Therapy 
saturday, June 4, 1:15 – 2:15 pm 
 
Disabuse yourself from assumptions about what it is like to tie the knot with a distributor! Get a rare chance to observe a series of conversations between 
filmmakers and their distributors. Join facilitator Shaeri Richards as she helps distributor-filmmaker pairs share their feelings in an entertaining format 
that will provide abundant wisdom on setting expectations, how to keep the flame alive and when to call it quits with your distributor. Guests include 
Jeremy Frindel, director, One Track Heart; Nancy Gerstman, cofounder/president, zeitgeist Films; Peter Rader, producer, AWAKE: The Life of Yogananda;  
Scott Glosserman, founder/CEO, Gathr; Richard Lorber, CEO, Kino Lorber; Pat Solomon, director, Finding Joe and Richard Cohn, president, Beyond Words.

Act of Transformation: 
A Screenwriter’s Workshop 
saturday, June 4, 2:30 – 3:30 pm

Emmy® Award-winning screenwriter Dev Ross conducts a workshop 
focused on the act of transforming your conscious concept into an 
engaging and authentic screenplay. Sharing the wisdom of Joseph 
Campbell’s “The Hero’s Journey,” Dev will guide us to a better 
understanding of the problems inherent in setting out to write a 
“conscious” screenplay. Then, using the lessons learned, we’ll help 
Dev to draft a foolproof, three-act story outline based on  
audience-contributed ideas.

Conscious Cinema Accelerator 
friday, June 3, 4:30 – 6:15 pm • By Invitation 
Sedona Performing Arts Center—Main Theater

Filmmakers earn the chance to receive personalized project development 
consultations with the brightest minds of conscious cinema. In a blazing 
round of five, 20-minute speed meetings, our selected participants sit with 
film industry veterans in the areas of conscious screenwriting, production, 
finance, marketing and distribution. This year’s participants have 
already been chosen. To apply for next year, visit the Conscious Cinema 
Accelerator at filmfreeway.com/festival/IlluminateFilmFestival.

Conscious Cinema Summit 
sunday, June 5, 10:00 am – noon • By Invitation 
Sedona Performing Arts Center—Performing Arts Classroom

Conscious film industry visionaries and media change-makers come 
together to discuss how conscious cinema can become a viable business 
sector within the independent film business. Invited guests gather to define 
“conscious” cinema, imagine new business models and brainstorm new 
strategies for collaboration to increase the quality, quantity and availability 
of conscious cinema around the globe.

PeTer 
raDer

scoTT  
glosserman

nancY  
gersTman

JeremY 
 frinDel

PaT  
solomon

ricHarD 
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ricHarD 
lorBer

Dev 
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sanDY 
smolan

Dan  
oBerle

kaTe  
WurzBacHer

Going Deep:  
Diving into Virtual Reality Content  
saturday, June 4, 4:30 – 5:30 pm

See for yourself how Virtual Reality (VR) is poised to revolutionize the 
way we experience cinema! Meet three VR pioneers for an overview and 
demonstration of the technology used to create The Click Effect, a VR film 
shot almost entirely underwater. Then swim out to the lobby, put on your 
Gear VR headset and prepare to dive 100 feet below the ocean’s surface to 
witness the “click” communication and visual language of dolphins. Take a 
deep breath! Guests include Sandy Smolan, director, The Click Effect; Dan 
Oberle, editor, The Click Effect and Kate Wurzbacher, director of  
VR photography.

sHaeri 
ricHarDs
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Contemporary Conscious Cinema

TICKETS                                        877.766.8163                                        illuminatefilmfestival.comTICKETS    877-766-8163    illuminatefilmfestival.com

Pursuing HaPPiness SEDONA PREMIERE 

Director: Adam Shell • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 83 minutes 
 
  friday, June 3, 1:00 – 3:20 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Black Box Theater

America consistently ranks low on the United Nation’s World Happiness 
Report. In Pursuing Happiness, two filmmakers set out to discover what 
can be done by asking their Kickstarter supporters, “Who is the happiest 
person you know?” Based on those referrals, they traveled the country 
showing up at complete strangers’ homes with their cameras rolling. 
They also gathered the academic and spiritual wisdom from experts in 
psychology, neuroscience, philosophy and business, juxtaposing the head 
and heart connection to create many aha moments. This film will put a skip 
in your step on your way home!

a Q&a with director adam shell follows.

a neW HigH SEDONA PREMIERE
 
Directors: Samuel Miron, Stephen Scott Scarpulla • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 100 minutes 
 
  sunday, June 5, 10:30 am – 12:15 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Black Box Theater

In the heart of downtown Seattle lies the Union Gospel Mission—a homeless 
shelter catering to the addicted and the abused. For these men and women, 
hope is a novelty. Self-esteem is a luxury. Recovery is a faraway ideal. But 
within the UGM is one man, an ex-Army Ranger, who believes in them, who 
believes in life and who believes in mountains. Mountains? Yes, watch as 
he attempts to use one of the most treacherous peaks in North America, 
14,400-foot Mt. Rainier, to give these recovering addicts hope again. Will 
their personal mountains be overcome?

reel Healing 
Who is the Happiest Person  
You know? 

The world is our mirror. What we see and admire 
in others also lives in us. Through an interactive 
process led by positive psychology expert 
Lilla Cabot, MA, we will explore the concept of 
happiness and how to infuse our lives with  
more of those qualities. 

CONTEMPORARy CONSCIOUS CINEMA  
A broad selection of titles reflecting the breadth and depth of the conscious film genre

Sponsored by:
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Contemporary Conscious Cinema

TICKETS    877-766-8163    illuminatefilmfestival.com

icaros: a vision SOUTHWEST PREMIERE 
 
Directors: Leonor Caraballo, Matteo Norzi • Narrative Feature 
Peru • 2016 • 90 minutes 
 
  saturday, June 4, 1:15 – 3:20 pm 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

 
Her medical options exhausted, Angelina travels from North America to 
the Amazon in search of a miracle. Set in an Ayahuasca retreat center in 
Peru and featuring real-life indigenous shamans, Icaros: A Vision, is a story 
about fear and the release from fear. As Angelina confronts her illness 
and possible death, she must also confront her fear of life and living. 
Underpinning all is the view that the tremendous healing power of plants is 
the best way to ensure the jeopardized future of the Amazon. Will Angelina 
find her courage and power amid the untamed heart of the Amazon? Find 
out in “A film shaped like a shamanic journey steeped in a psychoactive 
brew exploring fear and destiny in the jungle of the mind.” 

THe c WorD SOUTHWEST PREMIERE
 
Director: Meghan L. O’Hara • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2015 • 89 minutes 
 
  Thursday, June 2, noon – 1:35 pm 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre 
 
  friday, June 3, 10:45 am – 12:20 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Black Box Theater

Would it surprise you to find that up to 70 percent of deaths from cancer 
are preventable? This begs the question, what are we waiting for? Directed 
by cancer survivor Meghan O’Hara (producer of Fahrenheit 9/11, Bowling 
for Columbine and Sicko) and narrated by Morgan Freeman, The C Word 
follows a wild ride of discovery, including hidden science and the absurdity 
of the status quo. Injected with a good dose of humor and featuring a vibrant 
cast of characters, this film changes the game through holistic health. The 
message is simple, life-changing and radical: We can beat cancer before 
cancer beats us.

 
Preceded by: sister Jaguar’s Journey  
SEDONA PREMIERE 
Director: Sande zeig • Short 
USA • 2015 • 20 minutes

Sister Judy Bisignano, a fierce educator and 
rebel, confronts the disastrous effects of her 
lifelong anger and finds God, healing and 
forgiveness in the Amazon.

a Q&a with director sande zeig, executive producer sandra morse  
and sister Judy Bisignano follows.



18

Contemporary Conscious Cinema

TICKETS                                        877.766.8163                                        illuminatefilmfestival.comTICKETS    877-766-8163    illuminatefilmfestival.com
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Contemporary Conscious Cinema

orange sunsHine SEDONA PREMIERE
 
Director: William A. Kirkley • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 93 minutes 
 
  friday, June 3, 4:15 – 6:30 pm 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

If you’re going to break the law, you’ll need a little help from your friends. During the 
early 1960s, a group of family, friends and surfers formed a church centered around 
psychedelics called the Brotherhood of Eternal Love. Part cat-and-mouse and part 
exploration of the groundwork that eventually became the War on Drugs, Orange 
Sunshine whisks viewers on an intriguing, Timothy Leary-esque tale of altered 
consciousness. The Brotherhood travels through Europe, Afghanistan and South 
America, evading capture and risking their family, freedom and lives—all in the 
name of enlightenment.

Panel Discussion 
A Discussion on Ethics and Psychedelics

How far should one go in the name of enlightenment? Are psychedelics 
a justifiable means to expand human consciousness? Join us after the 
film for a lively debate on this controversial topic with individuals taking 
a stance from all perspectives, including William A. Kirkley, director of 
Orange Sunshine; Dion Wright, member of Brotherhood of Eternal Love; 
Wendy Edwards, attorney at law, Aspey Watkins & Diesel PLLC and  
Rob Adams, former mayor of Sedona and cofounder of Greater  
Sedona Substance Abuse Committee. 

Home care ARIzONA PREMIERE
 
Director: Slávek Horák • Narrative Feature 
Czech Republic, Slovak Republic • 2015 • 92 minutes 
 
  Thursday, June 2, 2:15 – 4:35 pm   
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

  saturday, June 4, 3:45 – 6:05 pm   
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Black Box Theater

The official Oscar® entry for Czech Republic, Home Care follows dedicated 
nurse, Vlasta, as she attends to her capricious home-care patients in 
the Czech wine country. Vlasta lives for her husband and daughter, often 
intruding in their lives (much to their chagrin). Then one day Vlasta’s life 
changes completely. She must step outside her comfort zone and venture 
into spirituality and energy medicine, where she just might stumble onto 
salvation. Drama and gentle humor intertwine, as Vlasta realizes for the first 
time in her life that she needs care, too.

reel Healing 
Bring Peace to Your Process 
through reiki

Explore the wonders of the 
transformational energy healing modality known 
as Reiki with Reiki master and co-owner of Peace 
Place Gifts, Arthur Baird. Acquire knowledge on 

how to use this powerful technique to bring balance and harmony to your 
life. Arthur completed his Usui Reiki Master training in 2006, and now 
teaches  Holy Fire 2 Karuna Reiki®, Usui Reiki, Reiki drumming 
and ReikiSonics®.
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We take care of 
our guests, and our 

community.

800-353-1239
sedonareal.com

Next time you visit, we hope you will give  
us a chance to be your Sedona  

home away from home.
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Works in Progress

TICKETS                                        877.766.8163                                        illuminatefilmfestival.comTICKETS    877-766-8163    illuminatefilmfestival.com

Teal: THe making of a sPiriTual TeacHer 
WORK IN PROGRESS Version of OPEN SHADOW 
Director: Paola Marino • Documentary Feature 
Canada/USA • 2016 • 47 minutes 
 
  friday, June 3, 1:00 – 3:05 pm 
  sunday, June 5, 6:15 – 8:20 pm 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

 
The story of Teal Swan captures the heart and soul of any spiritual journey. Referred 
to as “The Spiritual Catalyst” and dubbed the next Wayne Dyer, Teal’s extrasensory 
gifts and connection to the spiritual realm are a light in the perpetual darkness 
of the modern age. Follow her from an abusive cult and its destructive mentality 
through to her transformation to bold leader. Teal helps people move toward peace, 
despite their difficulties. Her challenging journey offers an undeniable truth to 
everyone that hears it: No matter what, we CAN find our bliss.

a Q&a with director Paola marino, spiritual teacher Teal swan and 
cast member Blake Dyer follows.

THe connecTeD universe 
PRIVATE SCREENING/WORK IN PROGRESS
Director: Malcom Carter • Documentary Feature 
USA • 2016 • 98 mins 
 
  sunday, June 5, 3:30 – 5:40 pm 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

The Connected Universe, featuring Nassim Haramein, returns after its 
sold-out sneak peek at ILLUMINATE 2015. This film takes us on a delightful 
visual journey of the science behind the interconnectedness of all things. 
Do you know that you really are connected to all seven-plus billion people 
in the world? Connected, that is, down to the atom and the quark? Here 
is where science meets consciousness and takes a quantum leap into the 
future by unifying their opposing viewpoints. This is our next step in our 
understanding of consciousness as we evolve.

a Q&a with director malcom carter follows.

Sign up for wait list at illuminatefilmfestival.com/waitlist.

reel Healing 
Healing with Teal swan, 
The spiritual catalyst

Due to the abuse that occurred in 
Teal Swan’s life behind closed doors, authenticity 
has become integral to her and the social 
movement that she leads. After experiencing 

a glimpse of Teal: The Making of a Spiritual Teacher, explore your own 
relationship with authenticity through an experiential exercise with Teal  
that will enable you to overcome your greatest limitation.

WORKS IN PROGRESS 
Exciting new films currently being shot or are in post-production that will treat audiences to a rare first viewing
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Episodic                                                                            Cinema Revisited

TICKETS    877-766-8163    illuminatefilmfestival.com

TreesTorY FESTIVAL WORLD PREMIERE 
 
Director: Ward Serrill • Episodic Documentary Series 
USA • 2016 • 50 minutes 
 
  sunday, June 5, 10:15 am – 12:20 pm 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

 
Welcome to TreeStory, a series of short documentary films that explores 
the relationship between humans and trees from every conceivable angle: 
the scientific, the mythical, the practical, the cultural and the spiritual. 
Powered by insightful, personal stories, and inspired by our oldest 
companions on Earth, TreeStory  will change the way you see trees—and 
yourself—for good. Everyone has a tree story. Come watch yours.

a Q&a with director Ward serrill follows.

THe HigHesT Pass CINEMA REVISITED
 
Director: Jon Fitzgerald • Documentary Feature 
India/USA • 2011 • 90 minutes 
 
  saturday, June 4, 1:15 – 3:10 pm 
  Sedona Performing Arts Center—Black Box Theater

Wisdom in words and wisdom in practice can be very different, especially 
when riding along the sheer, icy edges of the Himalayas. Seven motorcycle 
riders share the journey of a lifetime along some of the most dangerous 
roads in the world, guided by a modern yogi and guru. Their quest will 
lead them to incredibly isolated mountain lakes, ancient monasteries, the 
knowing eyes of a mystic oracle and ultimately deeper into themselves. This 
film is both haunting and inspiring, offering adventure, beauty and fear on 
the highest motorable road on Earth.

a Q&a with writer/producer adam schomer follows.

Preceded by: catching fire WORLD PREMIERE 
Director: Ward Serrill • Documentary Short 
USA • 2016 • 28 minutes

Across the globe, people light more than three 
billion cooking fires each day, contributing to four 
million deaths a year. Catching Fire follows the 
improbable journey of passionate inventor Peter 

Scott and his eccentric “stove army” as they design and mass produce 
the world’s most revolutionary cook stove. It is the story of one man’s idea 
against great odds. If successful, he’ll rescue 126 million trees and reclaim 
over 40 percent of the annual cost of cooking fuel for each family, not to 
mention helping save lives and the environment for the people of Africa.

Sponsored by:

reel Healing 
Tree of life Journey

The tree stands as the bridge between 
the seen and the unseen world. Following the world 
premiere of TreeStory, celebrate with a tree of life 
ceremony, a guided shamanic journey with Ward 
Serrill to discover your own personal wisdom tree. 

We will collectively share prayers for the trees and connect our intentions to 
help humankind’s oldest companions on Earth.

CINEMA REVISITED 
Top selections and film favorites from the past

EPISODIC 
Engaging stories that evolve over multiple episodes
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Shorts Program

BesT of conscious sHorTs 
 
  friday, June 3, 10:15 – 11:50 am 
  Mary D. Fisher Theatre

 
ToDaY i acknoWleDge  ARIzONA PREMIERE 
Director: Jessica Hahner • Short 
Germany • 2015 • 6 minutes

Strangers on the street are asked to pause from 
their busy lives to acknowledge each other with 
sincerity…watch what happens next.

a Q&a with director Jessica Hahner follows.

forgoTTen riTual  US PREMIERE 
Director: Mirjam Hlastan • Short 
Germany • 2015 • 11 minutes

Mirjam Hlastan explores our relationship with 
technology and modern society’s incessant 
need to be “plugged in.” Have we lost the most 
important connection to others and ourselves by 
plugging in and checking out?

 
 

THe HolisTic life founDaTion: BreaTHing 
love inTo a communiTY  SOUTHWEST 
PREMIERE 
Director: Chris Farina • Short 
USA • 2015 • 22 minutes

Resolved by their own survival, three guys 
return to their childhood neighborhood in 
Baltimore to revitalize the community and 
to foster hope in the youth through yoga, 
mindfulness techniques and so much more….

a Q&a with director chris farina follows.

THe avaDHuT  WORLD PREMIERE 
Directors: Fenulla Jiwani, Jonathan Dubsky, 
zottomerk, Nataraaj • Short 
Canada/Portugal/France • 2016 • 18 minutes

After three years of relentless mourning, a 
mother happens upon a stranger’s memorial on 
a winter walk. The message transforms her grief 
and liberates her heart.

                                              a Q&a with director fenulla Jiwani follows. 

    

    

The Conscious Marketplace 

Browse our boutique for DVDs, books, CDs and other merchandise related 
to the festival. We are proud to partner with our vendor manager,  
Peace Place Gifts, Sedona’s premier crystal store and healing center.

    

Healing lounge
What’s the best break between movies? Head over to our 
Healing Lounge at the Sedona Performing Arts Center! 
Since this IS Sedona, don’t leave before you’ve sampled the 
region’s best health and wellness practitioners, local organic 
food goodies (did we mention world-class chocolate?) and 
live acoustic music. Get your Reiki on, melt into a chair 
massage, gaze at the heavens with your Vedic astrologer and 
balance those chakras! Oh, and bring on inner peace with our 
meditation and healing pods.  

Conscious Cafe and Concessions 

Take time for lunch, dinner or a healthy snack. Select from a delicious 
array of grab-and-go or full-plate menu options from ChocolaTree 
Organic Oasis. Order up a bag of yummy organic popcorn for a chance to 
win a golden ticket and an array of prizes, including an All-Access pass to 
next year’s festival!

    Virtual Reality Zone 

Immerse yourself in the deep blue sea, listen to whales and watch 
dolphins play as if you were right there with them! This is ILLUMINATE’s 
Virtual Reality zone, a new way to heal and transform. Get outfitted with 
the Samsung Gear VR headset, then explore previously inaccessible 
worlds. Don’t miss this new adventure!

The Click Effect
A Virtual Reality Experience

ShORT FILMS 
Innovative conscious storytelling in short form
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Healing Lounge

Booths

Peace Place gifts | crystal gratitude 
Arthur Baird 
Peace Place Gifts is a healing center with 
magnificent crystals, singing bowls, tuning 
forks, jewelry, local art and a section for those 
in recovery. We offer Reiki, psychic readings, 
aura photography, massage, past-life 
regression and sound healing.  
Sedona, Az 
928-204-2444 
crystalsoundcenter.com/peaceplacegifts

narmada ayurveda research institute 
Nirmal Yogi, founder & CEO 
Feel the power of NARIVEDA—Ayurvedic 
cellular liquid nutrition for anti-aging  
and rejuvenation. 
Sedona, Az 
928-554-4737 
info@nariveda.com  | NARIVEDA.com

Teal swan 
Learn about Teal Swan, a spiritual teacher, 
speaker and artist whose mission is to help 
others recover from their past traumas and 
to bring people together in love and support 
through intentional communities. 
Park City, UT 
tealeyeworkshops@gmail.com

Practitioners

sedona vedic astrology 
Dennis M. Harness, PhD, and zeffi Kefala 
Dr. Harness has a PhD in counseling 
psychology and specializes in Vedic 
astrology, relationship compatibility 
and astrocartography. 
$25 for a 15-minute session 
Sedona, Az 
928-282-6595   
dennisharness.com 

Hours

Healing lounge decor by:  
Talk of the Town events

    

free flow Therapy and gaia magnetics 
Jennifer Scalia 
Jennifer’s healing work is a gentle hands-on 
approach that balances the chakra system, 
allowing for a natural flow of energy.  
$20 for a 15-minute session 
Sky Valley, CA 
310-945-7126 
freeflowtherapy.com 

Humanatu 
Advanced Quantum Remote Healing using 
the latest technology from Germany—any 
age, anywhere, anyone, anything. 
$25 for a 20-minute session 
Sedona, Az 
866-400-1218 or int’l 818-974-2040 
wellness@humanatu.com | humanatu.com

Debra emmanuelle 
Debra supports the integration of soul and 
self by clearing all that no longer serves and 
by activating new genetic coding to help you 
open, emerge and experience the joyous 
radiance that is within you! 
$20 for a 20-minute session 
Sedona, Az 
978-602-5375 
debraemmanuelle@gmail.com 
joyousbecoming.com

alchemy massage by eva  
Eva offers treatments benefiting and 
transforming the body, mind and soul to a 
place of well-being through intuition and 
integrative touch. 
$20 for a 15-minute session 
Sedona, Az 
928-592-3866 
alchemymassagebyeva@gmail.com 
sedonamassagebyeva.com

friday, June 3      2:30 – 7:00 pm  
saturday, June 4    noon – 6:45 pm 

sunday, June 5    noon – 6:00 pm

Hours

    Healing Happy Hours  
See page 11.



thevillagegrind.com
PROUD supportERS OF the 2016 ILLUMINATE FILM FESTIVAL

. . .Welcome home

10
YEARS

CELEBRATING
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Our Donors                                                                                               Index

Generous support received from the following donors helps sustain 
ILLUMINATE’s ability to expand human consciousness through cinema. 
We are deeply grateful. 

founDing circle memBers

Daryl Kling and Lewis Guthrie 
Bill Stankey 
Denise Wolpert 
Tony Wolpert  

2016 fesTival Donors 
Gifts received after July 1, 2015

Platinum Level 
Martin Clarke 
Tony Wolpert

Gold Level 
Bill Stankey 
Denise Wolpert

Bronze Level 
Sedona Lodging Council

Supporters 
Yousif Almutawa 
Favorite Clothing Company 
Barry and Sally Karlin 
Leake Construction 
Gary Maurer 
McLean Meditation Institute 
Gustavo Montaudon 
Julia Schweiger

Friends 
Marsha Botkin 
Doug Gilbert 
Rebecca Griffin 
Hilary Gustave 
Mary Helsaple 
Erin Kolodjeski 
Alexander Kuczkowski 
Edan Lichtenstein 
Heather Molans 
Organize A to z 
Persistence of Vision Films 
Sylvie Rokab 
Vladimir Savikovsky 
Vladimir Sirotin 
Meri Thomason 
Ofelia Ugalde 

Home HosTs

A warm thank you to these generous Sedona community members.

Bev Bow and Don Fries, Bridget Cardinali, Terrie Frankel, Illup Gravengaard, 
Marj Haas, Michelle Jack, Jon and Felicia Thompson, Glenn Scarpelli and 
Jerry Gilden, Sandra Levarek, Christie Brink, Doug Gilbert, Pamela Malone 
and Tim Grose

A New High   16  

Be More  2

Catching Fire  21

Forgotten Ritual    22

From This Day Forward     9

The Holistic Life Foundation: breathing love into a community 22

Home Care   18

Icaros: A Vision     17

Love, Sweat and Tears 4

Mantra – Sounds into Silence 3

Maya Angelou And Still I Rise        3

Orange Sunshine               18

Planting Seeds of Mindfulness     8

Pursuing Happiness                 16

Sister Jaguar’s Journey      17

Teal: The Making of a Spiritual Teacher (Open Shadow)    20

Thank You for Your Service              9

The Avadhut     22

The C Word    17

The Connected Universe     20

The Highest Pass           21

Today I Acknowledge     22

Tony Robbins: I Am Not Your Guru        5

TreeStory 21

Vegan: Everyday Stories 8

inDeX of films 

inDeX of Panels and conversaTions 

Act of Transformation—A Screenwriter’s Workshop 15

Behind the Seen—Investing in Transformational Entertainment 14

Conscious Cinema Accelerator 15

Conscious Cinema Summit 15

Conscious Media and the Mainstream: Finding Your Audience 14

Distribution Therapy 15

Going Deep: Diving into Virtual Reality Content 15

Keynote by Chaz Ebert and Spotlight Conversation 
Norman Seeff on Creativity—The Power of a Dream

                      
14



Thanks to Our Sponsors
 
 

illuminatefilmfestival.com


